
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the 2022 edition of  

Northam Town Council’s Newsletter. 

In this issue …  

 a report on the successful return of the May Fair, held on the 30th 
April 2022, when the town and its Mayor walked with dinosaurs 

 pictures from the Town’s commemoration of 

Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

 update on the progress at Westward Ho! Park,          
including the grand opening in the autumn, attended by a very 
patient owl 

 addresses from the current, and the outgoing Mayors of Northam 

 the Town Council’s annual report 

 A guide on how to respond to planning proposals and how the Town   
Council fits into the planning process 

 Northam Burrows, an overview of our local 
Country Park, a Site of Special Scientific Interest … 
complete with a pull-out and keep map on the   
centre pages! 



  

 

 

 

 
I must thank my fellow Councillors for electing me 
Mayor, Jane Mills our Town Clerk and the staff for all 
the work they do and will continue to do in supporting 
me through the coming year.  
 
Claire Hodson my predecessor has been an amazing 
Mayor, a human dynamo.  Claire never takes a step 
back, always two steps forward.  A true example to any 
young Councillor.  
 
By the nature of Council work, the wheels often seem 
to grind exceeding slow – with Claire in the Chair they 
never ever stopped spinning, an impossible act to   
follow you did a great job.  Thank you, Claire. 
 
My first chosen charity this year is the Royal Lifeboat 
Institute Appledore Station, the dedication of the crew 
and the whole support team are a credit to Appledore 
and our Parish.   
 
The Northern Devon Food Bank is my second charity.  Their role has never been 
more important than it will be in the coming year.  The rising cost of living is going 
to mean that families, many of whom have never received benefits, are going to 
find themselves struggling.  As a Council, as Councillors, we must do all we can to 
help make sure that our residents have all the information they need to hand.  
 
We are told our demographic is that of an ageing retirement community.  We have 
just presented a Platinum Jubilee Medal to every child in our parish which totalled 
well over a thousand, which paints a different picture.  We must do all we can to 
make sure every child has enough to eat.  
 
I cannot let this moment pass without recognising the support of my family and my 
beautiful Mayoress.  All the family know only too well what having a Councillor in 
the family means.  We have two, so they have double trouble.  
 
My Father-in-law was Alasdair Barclay, who returned to Northam on his retirement.  
He went on to serve as a Councillor, became Mayor and was made an Alderman. A 
very much-respected quiet man. 
 
I will do my best to represent the Northam Town Council to the best of my ability. 
 
(Adapted from Cllr Laws’ address to the assembled Members, Dignitaries and staff at 

his introduction ceremony 8
TH

 JUNE 2022.) 

Cllr Laws delivering his address . 

Picture by G Hobbs, 2022. 



 

 

 

Cadets old and new, Miss S Webster hands the baton 

on to Cadet Cpl L  Gillard.  

Picture by G Hobbs, 2022. 

C
llr M

rs C
 H

o
d

so
n

 p
a
sse

s th
e
 to

o
ls o

f th
e
 tra

d
e
 to

 

M
a
y
o

r C
llr N

 L
a
w

s.  

P
ictu

re
  G

 H
o

b
b

s, 2
0
2
2
. 

Deputy Mayor  Cllr D Sargent shakes hands with 

Mayor Cllr N Laws. Picture by G Hobbs, 2022. 



  

 

 

STAFF 

 

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
Meeting agendas are published about a week before the meeting. They can be 
found on the website and on notice boards around the area. 
 
Under current restrictions and to enable social distancing at meetings, all Full 
Council meetings of Northam Town Council are held in Town Hall, Windmill Lane.  
 
As there are fewer members, meetings of standing Committees take place at the 
Town Hall, in the Council Chamber at the posted time, with the exception of the 
Westward Ho! Park Committee, which has a large membership. This Committee 
meets at Town Hall. 
 
Meeting calendars can been seen at the Town Hall on the notice board, or on the 
Council’s website on the Committees, Agendas & Minutes page, under the Your 
Council tab. 
 
As members of the public, residents of Appledore, Northam and Westward Ho! are 
welcome to attend all the Council’s scheduled meetings. 

  Town Clerk:     
  Mrs M J Mills Fd Community  
     Governance 
  Deputy Town Clerk:       
  Mr Guy Langton 
 
  Admin Team:    
  Miss Tina Tucker 
  (Vacancy) 

Maintenance Team:      
 Dominic Callebaut 
 Ivan Heuze                      
 Rob Smith 
 Dean Stewardson           
 Rob Griffey 
 
Town Beadle :                
  (Vacancy) 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OFFICES 
 

Town Hall, Windmill Lane, Northam, EX39 1BY 
 

Opening hours: weekdays 9am - 1pm 
01237 474976  

 
townclerk@northamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

admin@northamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
www.northamtowncouncil.gov.uk 



 

 

DEFIBRILLATORS 
 

Northam Town Council has provided three 
defibrillators across the three community, adding 
to those already present. Council provided ones 
are at: 
Arnolds Chemist, 21 Nelson Road 
Northam CPAD, 9 The Square 
The Appledore Social Club, New Quay Street. 
 

Others are at: 
The Coffee Cabin, Appledore 
RNLI Lifeboat Station, Appledore 
Kingsley Hall, Westward Ho! 
 

A further public defibrillator has been installed by residents at Torville Park, 
Westward Ho!, with the help of a grant from Northam Town Council.  

 

STAFFING UPDATE 
 

The Council engaged a fifth member of its maintenance for the summer season, 
Rob Griffey. A life-long resident of Northam, his local knowledge is invaluable.  

 
The Council’s longest serving member of staff, Pat Moores, Assistant Town Clerk, 

has announced her retirement. Pat has served the Council and community of 
Northam for nearly 35 years. Her wealth of knowledge and experience will be 

missed by her colleagues, Councillors and members of the public alike. 
 
  

 



  

  

OTHER LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Your Town Councillors were last elected in May 2019, when seven new 
Councillors were elected.  The Members ’ contact details are on our 
website (www.NorthamTownCouncil.gov.uk) and the back page of this 
newsletter. Any vacancies during the term have been filled by election 
or co-option. 
 
Torridge District Councillors are: 

Appledore -  
Cllr Len Ford 
Cllr Peter Hames 
 

Northam -  
Cllr Jo Manley  
Cllr Chris Leather 
Cllr Carrie Woodhouse 

Westward Ho! -  
Cllr Claire Hodson  
Cllr Nick Laws 
 

Cllr Dermott McGeough was elected to the Northam Division of 
Devon County Council in May 2021. He may be contacted by email on: 
Dermot.Mcgeough@devon.gov.uk  

The Member of Parliament for Torridge and West Devon is Sir Geoffrey Cox. Sir 

Geoffrey may be contacted at his Parliamentary or constituency address, below, or 

via his website www.geoffreycox.co.uk. 

Parliamentary address: Sir Geoffrey Cox MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 

0AA 

Phone: 020 7219 4719  |  Email: coxg@parliament.uk 

Constituency address: Sir Geoffrey Cox MP, First Floor, Lockyer House, Paddons 

Row, Tavistock, Devon. PL19 0HF  

Phone: 01822 612925  |  Email: tellgeoffrey@geoffreycox.co.uk 
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Northam Town Council 



 

 

Northam Town Council Celebrates  

Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

 

The Town Council’s commemorations began in 

February, with the planting of seven Silver Birch 

trees at Lords Meadow, one for each decade of 

the Queen’s reign.  

 

Further trees and a new planting scheme was 

introduced at  Anchor Park, Appledore. Signage was installed at both parks to in-

form people using them.   

To mark the 70th year of Her Majesty’s reign, the 

Town Council filled its planters with flowers 

blooming red, white and blue, throughout the 

summer season. On the 2nd of June 2022, the 

Mayor, Cllr Laws read the proclamation in North-

am Square.  

 

Following on from the proclamation, residents at-

tended a beacon lighting on Bone Hill at 9.45 in the evening. They heard             

recordings of specially commissioned piper’s music, the bugle call and a choir 

made up of residents, led by Kathy Rufolo of Carry On 

Choir, performing A Life Lived With Grace, the Jubilee 

Anthem.   

7 Silver Birch trees in Lords . Picture by 

Northam Town Council.  

The Mayor and Mayoress 

proclaim the Jubilee. Picture 

by G Hobbs, 2022. 

Bone Hill beacon and flagpole watched by 

the crowd. Picture by G Hobbs, 2022. 

 



  

  

PLANNING 
 

At the end of another turbulent year, we have seen yet more of our green and 
pleasant land buried under concrete in order to accommodate National housing 
development policies and those in the North Devon and Torridge Local Plan 2031. 
This is despite local opposition to green-field developments in the Town. Again, 
this year, each major proposal has received a large number of objections from local 
people, though in previous years this has not necessarily led to their refusal. 
 
Unfortunately, National Government at Whitehall is committed, through its       
policies, to provide accommodation for each and everyone throughout the realm. 
These policies more often than not can meet with a degree of hostility from local 
residents who wish to preserve the green spaces across the Town rather than see 
the settlements of Appledore, Northam and Westward Ho! coalesce into ‘Gotham 
City’.  
 
The North Devon and Torridge Local Plan 2031 identifies, through policies NOR01 
to NOR09, sites that may be developed. These will not be easy to refuse, the     
principle of development at these locations having been established.  
t is unfortunate that further locations may be identified as the District Council re-
views its Local Plan. Any revised Local Plan will be consulted upon, the Town  
Council and residents alike will be able to comment on the details at the appropri-
ate time. 
 
So, in the words of the proverbial Policeman – the Planner’s lot is not a happy one 
– as people will often ask ‘where the infrastructure to support the developments, 
such as roads, schools and doctor’s surgeries?’ These are issues for the County 
Council and Torridge District Council to respond to, Northam Town Council is only 
asked to comment.   
 
The Council is concerned that on any new development contributions to benefit 
the whole community are secured, affordable homes and amenity space are       
delivered in line with the District Council’s policies. The effect of proposals on the 
highways, water, sewerage and utilities networks are also cause for concern, the 
Council considering such matters carefully. Comments submitted to Torridge       
include these concerns as appropriate.  
 
The Council is also concerned about homes being purchased as second or holiday 
homes, with no means to stop this the knock-on effect can be to price local      
people, especially first time buyers, out of the housing market. 
 
This year, twenty-two flats have been permitted adjacent to Kingsley Court in 
Westward Ho!, 40 houses to the rear of Amberley on Limers Lane, and the Council 
awaits a new application for proposed development at Pitt Lane.  
 
Reserved matters have been submitted by developers as they proceed with their 
works for developments at: 

 

 



 

  
Torridge Road and to the rear of Amberley on Limers Lane, both of which are    out-
side Local Plan specific policy areas, and 
Land to the south of Cornborough Road (part of NOR02) and land at Wooda Road 
(part of NOR07)  
 
A developer is seeking to extend their site boundary at Wooda Road, outside the 
development boundary described by NOR07. More land at NOR02 (west of Buck-
leigh Road) is proposed to be developed, with a proposal for 125 homes submitted. 
Northam Town Council recommended refusal for both of the proposals on a num-
ber of grounds. In both cases, Torridge District Council’s decision is awaited. 
 
The decisions to refuse proposals at Bloody Corner and at the former power station 
site in Yelland have been appealed by the applicants. These will now be decided by 
a Planning Inspector and the decisions are also awaited. 
 
On the other side of the coin, the Council has successfully requested the proposed 
names of some roads on new developments be changed to ones that are more suit-
able and reflect the history of the area.  It has also been a pleasure to have been in-
volved in the smaller applications such as an extra window here, a side extension 
there, where householders want to improve their properties. Each application is 
considered on its merits though and the Council has recommended refusal when 
appropriate, helping to preserve local amenity and Listed Buildings and Torridge 
District Council’s decisions to refuse developments in conservation areas in Apple-
dore is welcome.  
 
I look forward to being part of the responsible committee that serves and delivers in 
the standard to which it has become accustomed. 
 
Cllr Ken Davis, Chair of Planning Committee. 
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RESPONDING TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

When responding to planning applications, comments are ideally kept to those 
that are relevant in planning law, normally referred to as ‘material considerations’ . 
A list of material considerations is below. Other matters which one may feel are im-
portant  when are ‘non-material considerations’. These are not normally taken into 
account and are also listed below. 

MATERIAL PLANNING  

CONSIDERATIONS 

 

These are normally taken into account by 

Torridge District Council when it          

determines the outcome of planning    

applications. 

 

 North Devon and Torridge Local 

Plan 2031 

 Planning/Development Briefs pro-

duced by Torridge District Council 

 National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) 

 Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) 

 Northam’s Neighbourhood Plans 

(once adopted) 

 Planning history of a site 

 Amenity considerations, including: 

Overlooking, Over-development, 

Character of area and Loss of light 

 Traffic, parking and highway safety 

 Design 

 Energy Efficiency 

 Trees and Landscaping 

 Ministerial Planning Statements 

 Noise 

 Odour 

 Sometimes need can be relevant 

(e.g. agricultural worker’s dwelling) 

 Crime and community safety 

 Viability 

 

 

NON-MATERIAL PLANNING 

CONSIDERATIONS 

 

These are NOT normally considered by 

Torridge District Council in the 

determination of applications 

 

 

 Loss of property value 

 

 Land ownership and boundary    

disputes 

 

 Competition 

 

 Loss of a private view 

 

 Legal rights/consents 

- covenants 

- private rights of way 

- licences (e.g. entertainment) 

 

 Matters controlled under other     

legislation 

 

 Personal circumstances. 

 

 



 

 

 

What powers does Northam Town Council                                       
have with respect to planning applications? 

 

Northam Town Council is consulted by the relevant Planning Authority (which is 
usually Torridge District Council) on all planning applications within the Parish 
Boundary.   

Any views expressed by the Town Council will be taken into account by the Planning 
Authority before a decision is made, providing the points made are relevant to the 
determination of a planning application.  

The final decision is made by the Planning Authority, not the Town Council. 

The Town Council will only comment on what are known as “material 
considerations” – issues, for example, such as boundary disputes between 
neighbours or loss of views will not be considered. For more detail, see over the 
page. 

 

Does the Town Council grant planning permission? 

Town and parish councils are not Planning Authorities.  The Town Councils are only 
statutory consultees in the planning process. 

This means that they only have the right to be informed of planning applications 
within the parish. 

They cannot approve or reject planning applications. 

They can only comment on planning applications, in the same way that individuals 
can comment. Town Councils are informed of planning applications in the same 
way neighbouring properties are.  

So, the length of time taken to determine a planning application is controlled by 
the planning authority and statute, not the town council. 

A town council can request that it be given extra time to comment on an applica-
tion. The decision whether this is granted rests solely with the planning authority 
and it’s own deadlines for decision making. 



  

  

What are the Northam Burrows? 
Northam Burrows is a Country Park that lies at the western edge of the Taw 
Torridge Estuary. Lying within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty the Burrows 
forms an integral part of North Devon's UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. 
 

Northam Burrows Country Park is a Site of Special Scientific Interest. It is about 253 
hectares of grassy coastal plain with salt marsh, sand dunes and generally 
unimproved grasslands. 
 
The Burrows  provides one of the access points for 
the two miles of Westward Ho! Beach, thus combining 
the best of opportunities for land and marine leisure 
activities. The main ramped access point to the beach is 
available from the town of Westward Ho! 
 

Who owns Northam Burrows? 
Northam Burrows Country Park is owned and managed by Torridge District 
Council. The Burrows Centre is open from April to the end of October, next to 
which is a café. The toilet facilities are open all year.  
 

An audio trail consisting of QR codes displayed on wooden posts can be found 
along the South West Coast Path between the Burrows Centre and the Skern road. 
By scanning the QR codes with a smartphone, you can hear a clip all about that 
particular area of the Burrows as well as a map showing 
where to discover the rest of the trail. Visitors can learn 
fascinating facts about the local area and can visit as 
many or as few of the trail points as they like.  
 

For more about the Burrows Centre or the Heritage trail, 
see the dedicated Northam Burrows page of either 
Northam Town Council’s, or Torridge District Council’s 
websites. 
 

How can I access Northam Burrows? 
A 1984 bylaw reinforced the right of residents of the Ancient Manor of Northam to 
use the Burrows for air and exercise. The Park is open to pedestrians at all times 
but there are restrictions on vehicles.  
 

During the season (April to October), a toll is charged to take a 
vehicle onto the Burrows. Torridge District Council sets these 
dates, the exact dates are set early each year. Northam Town 
Council has no control over the dates from when Torridge 
District Council charge the vehicle toll. 
 

The toll is charged per day but season tickets are available 
from Torridge District Council. Residents of the Ancient Manor 
of Northam are entitled to apply for a Northam Burrows 
Manor Pass. Either of these season permits represents a 
significant saving against the daily toll, if you access the 
Burrows regularly with a vehicle. 

 

 



 

  

Manor Passes for the Ancient Manor 
According to the same 1984 bylaw, Northam Town Council is provided with 
1,500 passes which it may provide to permanent residents of the Ancient Manor 
to access the Burrows with a specified vehicle. This allocation is in recompense 
for the loss of grazing land and bears no relation to the number of properties in 
the Ancient Manor. Residency is demonstrated with a current Council Tax 
demand, accompanied by a current driving licence. These must show the same 
address in the Ancient Manor. 
 
The process of applying for one of these passes from Northam Town Council is 
detailed on the Council website from around March each year, once the date of 
Torridge District Council charging the vehicular toll is known.  Manor Passes are 
issued on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. The Town Council receives around 100 
applications a day early in the process, and can’t take payment for the passes 
until the new financial year, so there is often a slight delay in the issuing of them.  
 

Grazing 
Northam Town Council administers grazing on the 
Burrows, working with the graziers to ensure the correct 
number of animals are on the Park, according to an 
agreement with Natural England. The sheep and horses 
roam free, and there have been multiple injuries and 
fatalities to sheep in recent years.  
 
Why do I need to keep my dog on a lead? 
Northam Burrows Country Park is primarily a grazing 
common, so dog walkers must always control their dogs so that grazing animals and 
wildlife are not scared or disturbed.  If you cannot rely on the dog’s obedience, please 
keep them dog on a lead.  

 
A short lead is needed during the lambing and bird 
breeding season, from 1st March to 31st August. If sheep 
are chased by your dog, they may abort their lambs. By law 
your dog can be shot if it is felt that it is ‘worrying 
livestock’. Sheep worrying is against the law. Ensure your 
dog is under control at all times. To keep you, your dog, 
livestock and wildlife healthy, ensure your dog is regularly 
wormed and treated for fleas and ticks. 
 

Wildlife 
Northam Burrows is an important breeding site for skylarks 
which nest on the ground. Disturbance of ground nesting 
birds by dogs may result in the loss of eggs and chicks. 
 
 

For a pull-out map of Northam 
Burrows, please see overleaf. 

 



  

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Northam Burrows is owned and 

managed by Torridge District Council. 

If you see dogs attacking livestock on 

the Burrows, please call Torridge 

District Council or the Police. Some 

helpful evidence includes breed and 

colour of dog, type of car & 

registration number, video or still 

photos. 

Torridge District Council:           

01237 428700                                                   

Northam Town Council:             

01237 474976                                                           

Police - Dial 999 in an emergency!                                                                         

Postcode: EX39 1XS                    

Visitors Centre Grid Ref: SS 44044 

30880 



 

 

 



  

 

 

 

Much has been achieved in the eighteen months since the formation of this     

committee.  This progress to make the Park a haven for all age groups could not 

have been delivered without the hard work and dedication of Councillors, Friends 

of the Park (FOTWHOP) and Northam 

Town Council’s Maintenance Team.   

The year started with the installation of 

the children’s play equipment which 

has met with enormous success and 

appears to this day one of the places to 

visit by  local families and our visitors.   

This was evident at the official opening 

during the “Party in the Park” with Paw 

Patrol and a local school pupil cutting 

the ribbons.  The invitation to attend 

was sent out to the entire community with a free barbecue, yes the queue was 

long, but well worth waiting for, free ice-creams donated by Hockings, soft drinks 

donated by Rob Braddick and compostable drinks cups by Andrew Cross for deli-

cious hot chocolate with cream and marshmal-

lows!   

Pete Sawyer volunteered as the Master of      

Ceremonies and welcomed the Appledore Band, 

Exmoor Zoo and a very patient owl who posed 

for photos with adults and children.  The day 

would not have been complete without the    

daring display by Jack and his son, entertaining 

everyone with their tricks, stunts and dancing. 

Everyone agreed it was a 

great way to welcome 

back normal celebra-

tions.  

Works were completed to ensure the structural stability of 

the Pavilion with new wall ties        installed before the win-

ter storms.  Temporary repairs to the tennis court fencing 

were also undertaken. 

A new site was created for the Park Community Christmas 

tree, complete with an electrical supply and providing     

illuminations for Christmas 2021. 

The committee also nominated two of its members to un-

Paw Patrol, the Mayor and a local child 

opened the play park.                               

Picture by G Hobbs  2021 

Daredevil display at the Park. 

Picture credit G Hobbs 2021 

 

The new children’s play park. Picture by Northam Town 

Council. 



 

 dertake visits to other Tennis Court and multi games recreation facilities accompa-

nied by the Development Officer of the Lawn Tennis Association.  The feedback has 

been extremely useful and will inform the working group plans for the continued 

renovation of this sports area. 

In February 2022 a consultation questionnaire was circulated to the entire Parish 

seeking opinions for the future use 

of the Pavilion and the Tennis 

Courts.  Drawing conclusions from 

the responses has provided the two 

working groups of the committee a 

clear picture of what the community 

would wish to see developed.  Their 

task is now to draw up plans and 

with the assistance of the Town 

Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk, seek 

quotations for proposed works. This 

will provide the financial require-

ments for funding the projects and the evidence to take to Full Council to seek ap-

proval for a further loan to supplement the Committee’s budget together with the 

contributions from FOTWHOP. 

This report cannot conclude without commending the dedicated work of our     
Volunteer Gardeners and Cllr Laws who also can be seen often working in the park, 
re-turfing a speciality. This past year has seen a check list of plants being made to 
ensure that they are not just beautiful, bee and insect friendly but are not any dan-
ger to our younger visitors, not prickly and definitely not poisonous.  If you have an 
hour or two to spare why not volunteer? 

Cllr Claire Hodson, Chair Westward Ho! Park 

Committee. 

 

 

“Here’s looking at you…” Cllr Hodson meets a 

very patient owl! Picture by G Hobbs 2021 

The tennis courts and pavilion.                                                   

Picture by Northam Town Council. 



  

 

 

 

   … Watch 
this 

space ... 

Northam May Fair 2022 

What a big success the May Fair was this year, it 
definitely bigger and better than before with 
crowds of people attending and the vast amount 
of entertainment and stall to see. 

The new attraction “Walking Dinosaurs” the en-
tire village lined with stalls, from Northam Hall to 
the Methodist Church in Cross Street, the Com-
munity Centre, Fore Street and into Northam 
Square. The Vicarage grounds    hosting the Are-
na for your favourite acts also   miniature steam 
train rides, Merlin’s circus school, Exmoor Zoo 
and Punch and Judy was spectacular. 

The day started at 10am outside Northam        
Library with a parade including a Children’s  Fan-
cy Dress competition, theme …  “The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee” 

We would also 
like to thank everyone who is involved in the May 
Fair, everyone from the visitors, stall holders, volun-
teer marshals, volunteers in the cafe and organisers 
to all of the Northam Town Council staff who work 
so hard throughout the day. The fair would not be 
the great success it is without any of you! 

We have managed to capture some highlights of 
the day, courtesy of Graham Hobbs.                      
We hope that you enjoy them and are looking      
forward to what next year’s May Fair may bring. 

To view the gallery of pictures please go to                                                                
Devon Live’s website. 

 

 

We hope that you enjoy them and are                                                                      
looking forward to next year’s May Fair! 

 

 

Pictures on this and the facing page courtesy of G Hobbs, 2022 



 

 

 



  

 CLIMATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
 

The Climate Emergency Committee is made up of Councillors and three members 
of the public.  
 
The Committee has had a busy year 
fulfilling projects and the main project 
has been to fit solar panels and battery 
storage on to Northam Hall roof. These 
were installed in May 2022 and apart 
from contributing electricity to the Hall 
will potentially provide power to charge 
cordless machinery and EV vehicles for 
use by the Council's maintenance team. 
By committing to this system the Council 
will achieve a large percentage reduction 
of its carbon emissions, thus setting it on 
its way to achieving the aim of net zero 
carbon from its properties and activities 
by 2030. 
 
Also at Northam Hall the Committee has fulfilled a project to instal equipment to 
capture rainwater from the building (picture opposite). This will be used primarily 
for watering hanging baskets in the parish, being pumped in to the water bowsers 
carried on one of the vehicles. The pump will be powered from the solar system. 
 
The Committee has spent from its budget on bike racks in Anchor Park, Lords 
Meadow and at the Town Hall and to further encourage active travel by bike and 
walking rather than using cars the Committee has contributed financially to a 

County sponsored Local Walking and Cycle 
Infrastructure Scheme (LCWIP) and 
representatives from Northam Town Council 
attend the LCWIP meetings. The scheme covers 
Barnstaple, Bideford and Northam and the aim is 
that a plan will be produced for a network of 
cycle and walking routes which it is hoped will 
receive Government funding. The main cycle 
route proposed for Northam would extend the 
existing cycleway along Heyward Road to join 
Bideford and then the Tarka Trail. Routes from 
Westward Ho! and Appledore are also being 
investigated. The map on the left shows the 
current routes under consideration by the 
working group and how Northam, Appledore And 
Westward Ho! would be connected to Bideford 
and beyond.  
 
Regarding the wildlife crisis in the UK the 
Committee has worked with the County Council  

 

A 12-panel solar PV array installed at Northam Hall.      

(All Pictures by Northam Town Council.) 

The Local Cycling and Walking Route map 

currently being considered by the Working 

Group. 



 

 

REVIEW COMMITTEE 

The Review Committee met twice 
during 2021/22 and continued to 
consider the Council’s policies to 
ensure that they complied with any 
changes in  legislation or Govern-
ment guidance.   
 
Amendments have been made and 
the entire suite of policies, which 
are available to view be on the 
Council’s website at  
 

Policies - Northam Town Council,  
 

having been presented at the An-
nual Council Meeting in May 2022 
for approval for the ensuing year. 
 

Cllr Claire Hodson, Chair of Review 
Committee. 

 
to commit to sowing wild flowers and leaving areas uncut on selected verges in the 
parish. The aim is to encourage biodiversity, attracting bees, butterflies and other 
insects.  
 
The Committee has also drawn up an environmental 
policy aiming to reduce and hopefully end the use of 
chemical weed killers by investigating alternative 
methods of control while also encouraging biodiversity 
in the parish. Trees and insect-friendly shrubs have also 
been planted in the Council's parks. 
 
To encourage children to recycle novelty recycle bins 
have been installed by the play equipment at Anchor 
Park, Lords Meadow and Westward Ho! Park. 
 
In the coming year further projects will be pursued to 
reduce carbon emissions and there will be an emphasis on engaging more fully 
with the community to encourage reduction of emissions, based on a carbon 
survey of the parish. 
 
Cllr Peter Hames, Chairman of the Climate Emergency Committee. 

Recycling bins at Westward Ho! Park 

https://www.northamtowncouncil.gov.uk/Policies_31647.aspx


  

 

NORTHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The members of the Northam Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Group have worked 

hard to progress the  draft Plan.  

Made up of Councillors and members of the public from the three wards in    

Northam parish, the Group has made some necessary revisions to the Plan,          

including some detailed changes to the background text and in regard to the     

policies on: 

 Affordable Housing 

 Community Facilities 

 a Maritime  Employment Zone in  Appledore 

 Parking 

 Public Transport  

Appendices containing lists  of protected green spaces, heritage assets, wildlife 

sites and community facilities have also been prepared together with maps and 

photographs. The current aim is to consult informally with the public on the revised 

document.  

Once comments have been received after a three week consultation process they 

will be assessed and further revisions made ready to send the draft document to 

Torridge District Council for examination. After this process the intention is that  

the final draft will be submitted  for the statutory six week public consultation pro-

cess and then to referendum for approval by residents of the parish, hopefully in 

the first half of next year. 

 

 



 

 

Seasonal planting outside the Town Hall. 

Picture by Northam Town Council. 

 

TOWN PROJECTS AND ASSET 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

As always NTC Town Projects and Asset Management Committee has considered 
a considerable number of projects to enhance and improve our local facilities dur-
ing this last 12 months.   
 
Although the following list may not be comprehensive it reflects the range of topics 
discussed:  

• Benches at the northern end of  
Irsha Street 

• Bus Shelter at Lenards Road 
• Extending Northam Hall 
• Fencing at Burrough Farm 
• Footpaths and other public rights of 

way 
• Further dog bins at Avon Lane and 

Highfield 
• Festive Lighting at Appledore 
• Festive Lighting at Westward Ho! 
• Northam Lions lease at Burrough 

Farm 

• Planting schemes at Anchor Park 
and Lords Meadow 

• Planters across the Town Area 
• Rainwater capture and storage at 

Northam Hall 
• New mowers 
• Replacement noticeboards 
• Reviewing the Boat Park terms, 

conditions and charges 
• Play area flooring at Lords Meadow 
• Planting along Golf Links Road 
• WiFi at Northam Hall. 

Finally, many thanks to all members of the committee and other Council members 
involved in the work undertaken by the Town Projects and Asset Management 
Committee this last year.  
 
Cllr. Roger Tisdale, Chair of Town Projects and 
Asset Management. 

3,000 litres of rainwater storage at Northam 

Hall. 



  

  

Finance & Human Resources Committee 

Arguably the most important committee of the Council, overseeing the income and 
expenditure of the Council, and also having regard to all staffing issues. 

The primary task at the committee’s monthly committee meeting is to scrutinise 
the expenditure and income of the Council, though income has been severely 
restricted during the past twelve months, due to the ‘virus’.  

As chair of the committee, I countersign all invoices for payment. The committee 
also reviews and approves the finance and audit reports, making recommendations 
to full council. Part of its remit is to undertake Risk Review, Internal Control and 
Investment Strategy.  

All members are contributors to the Council Tax, so are very mindful of how the 
Parish Precept is spent, in the belief that the care, cleanliness and general 
improvement and wellbeing of our area, is money well spent.  

Now that the Northam Burrows is properly established as a charity, from the aspect 
of those who graze animals, money raised from Burrows passes, will go into a 
separate charity account, once a bank account is opened, and be managed by that 
committee, on behalf of the full council, who are the Trustees. 

Annually, the council advertises for applications for the grants to local groups and 
charities, this year the period was extended the period to the end of March, due to 
a lower take-up than usual. It is another way the town council is able to put back 
into our area much needed support. 

Staffing matters are the other part of our committee work under the HR banner. 
Issues such as salaries, holidays, flexible working and any staffing concerns are 
dealt with. As Finance & HR Chair, I, the Mayor and the Town Clerk undertake staff 
annual appraisals, with the Finance & HR Chair and Mayor undertaking the Town 
Clerk’s appraisal. 

I offer my sincere thanks to the Town Clerk and all the staff, along with grateful 
thanks to the Finance & HR Committee, for their unstinting work over the past 
year. We are in a very secure financial and staffing position, looking to the future. 

Cllr. Chris Leather, Chair of Finance & HR Committee. 

 

Did you know?  

Northam Town Council has a grant scheme for both large and small grants.         
Organisations can apply for grants for community projects or small grants designed 
for groups or social and cultural activities that benefit the communities of Northam, 
Appledore or Westward Ho! 

Grant application forms are available in the autumn. You can get one from the Town 
Council website, the offices or by phoning on 01237 474976. 

 



 

 

 



  

  

I was proud to be elected as the Mayor in May 2021 and have 

been delighted to work with an extremely dedicated team of 

staff, my Deputy Mayor and fellow Councillors. Together, I 

believe we have achieved much for our community despite the 

challenges of a Pandemic. 
 

Over the last 12 months, there has been a great team effort 

across the Council and community to deliver amazing projects.  
 

May saw the return of face-to-face meetings at the Town Hall 

and although there was an element of trepidation, everyone - 

sanitised and masked - returned to decision making openly 

and transparently. 
 

In June contracts for the Children’s Play Park in Westward Ho! 

were agreed with a start date for September. 
 

Northam was awarded £34,000 from the Government’s Welcome Back Fund. In July  Of course 

there were strings attached and the money had to be spent by March 2022 and only on revenue 

projects.  Our first venture, was to provide a tour bus for the summer holidays connecting 

Northam, Appledore and Westward Ho! Originally intended to open-top, and I am sure you are 

familiar with the tale, a near disaster became a service to over 1800 passengers during the 

school holidays. 
 

August saw the arrival of holiday makers and an increase in our Covid figures. But thanks to the 

squadron of local volunteers the vaccination centre, led by Arnolds Pharmacy, delivered a 

continuous programme of jabs.  Our thanks as a community need to be officially recorded, we 

owe them a great deal. 
 

September was supposed to be the opportunity to host a Harvest Fayre but it was a step too far 

for the gardeners of the Parish so it was reluctantly abandoned.  We did, though, invest in new 

planters for the villages, filled our boats, and commissioned incredible hanging baskets.  
 

November marked the official opening of the Children’s Play Park with a huge free Party 

sponsored by the Welcome Back Fund and supported very generously by local businesses.  Not 

only did PAW PATROL officially open the park but our local 

Master of Ceremonies introduced the Appledore Band, 

Exmoor Zoo, starring a very patient owl, and Jack and his son 

doing amazing stunts.  Everyone queued patiently for the free 

barbecue and ice creams were provided for the children. 

 
Over the winter months we extended our bus service to 

provide transport to the Appledore Farmers’ market and 

contributed to their magnificent knitted Christmas tree 

project. 
 

December saw a free bus trip to Exeter, giving people the 

opportunity to visit our capital city and of course visit the 

shops! 
 

 

Pete Sawyer enjoying the new play 

park! Picture credit G Hobbs 2021 

 

Cllr Mrs Claire Hodson, Mayor of 

Northam 2021-22. 



 

 January saw more spend from the Welcome Back Fund, providing more picnic benches in the 

park and around the green in the centre of the village, even had some spare funds to repaint the 

sea wall.   
 

February plans to celebrate the accession of Her Majesty had to be cancelled as Nursing Homes 

were still restricting visitors and schools had not yet opened their doors to visitors.  However, 

plans for the Jubilee started to take shape. 
 

March and April saw tree and shrub planting and preparations were well underway for the return 

of the May Fair. Lords Meadow play area received new surfacing making for a far less muddy 

experience. 
 

Unable to have the usual Mayor’s Charity fund raising events during the year, we held a Chicken 

Dinner Winner Bingo night with an extensive raffle and raised over £500 for the North Devon 

Hospice and the Bideford College Opportunities Fund. 
 

At the end of April, a call was made to the Community to volunteer to join a Choir to sing on 2nd 

June.  Not only did over 30 people turn up at the Town Hall for an initial rehearsal but a Choir 

leader stepped forward to take charge.  Thanks go to Kathy Hurrell for her enthusiasm and her 

commitment. 
 

May Fair saw one of my last duties as Mayor.  What a wonderful day, the community came out in 

force, visiting Mayors attend and joined in the festivities, charities boosted their fund and 

dinosaurs walked the streets of Northam.  All the Council staff worked their socks off, but a 

special mention to Tina who spent the entire day racing about the village ensuring that 

everything ran smoothly. 
 

Northam’s Annual Electors Meeting was combined with the Grants Presentation evening and the 

recipients of funding shared their stories of how they would be using the money to support a 

range of services for the community.  We learnt a great deal about how much and how many 

people give their time and talents to provide a wealth of activities within the parish. 
 

The final spend from the Welcome Back Fund was to provide free SHOP LOCAL canvas bags 

which were distributed at the May Fair and are available from the Council offices while stocks 

last.   
 

It cannot pass without mentioning the Northam Burrows Bridges that this Council contributed 

towards, providing a route from Appledore to Westward Ho! without getting your feet wet!  our 

new Deputy Mayor’s Speed Watch campaign taking to the highways, and the delivery of climate 

change strategic actions in providing bike racks and a rainwater harvesting system and 

photovoltaic panels on Northam Hall. 
 

My final days as your Mayor included an invitation to Torrington’s May Fair, a Civic Charity event 

in Okehampton and Mayor making in Barnstaple – all thoroughly enjoyable events.  
 

I have had a truly memorable year and thank everyone for their support, especially to the 

gentleman who has served as my Deputy and now, tonight, will officially take over the reins.  I 

know he will do a splendid job and I will continue to support him, this Council and the community 

from the back benches.   

 

Thank you.   Cllr Mrs C Hodson, Mayor 2021-22. 

 



  

 

 

VACANCY. 

Election to be 

held 21st July 

2022 

APPLEDORE WARD 

Cllr Sam Newman-
McKie 

07703 640824  

Cllr Miss Jo Manley 

01237 721189    

Cllr Chris Leather 

01237 425940 

NORTHAM WARD 

Cllr John Himan 
01237 422227  

Cllr Barry Edwards 

01237 477441  

WESTWARD HO! WARD 

Cllr Roger Tisdale 

01237 474703  

Cllr Mrs Heather 
McCarthy 

07765 079551 

Cllr Miss Carrie  

Woodhouse 

07951418605  

Mayor 
Cllr Mrs Claire Hodson 

01237 700411  

Deputy Mayor  
Cllr Nick Laws 

07818 706280  

Cllr Derek Sargent 

07868 728688  

Cllr Kenny Davis 

01237 472136  

Cllr Peter Hames 

01237 421065  


