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Minutes                                                                                                                      
Northam Town Council – Minutes of the Town Projects and Asset Meeting held on 
Tuesday 4th October 2022 at 10.00am in the Committee Room, Windmill Lane, Northam 
 

Present:  Cllrs Tisdale (Chairman), Mrs McCarthy (part), Edwards, Hames, Himan 
and Leather. 

In attendance:  Guy Langton – Deputy Town Clerk 
 Cllr Ford (part) 
 1 Member of the public 
  

2210/451 Apologies 
 Apologies were received from Cllrs Miss Woodhouse and Laws. 

 

2210/452 Chairman’s announcements 
The Chairman advised that a replacement Welcome to Westward Ho! sign has 
been ordered. 

 

2210/453 Declarations of interest 
Members were reminded that all interests should be declared prior to the item 
being discussed. 
 

2210/454 To agree the agenda as published 
It was resolved to agree the agenda as published. 
Proposed: Cllr Hames, Seconded: Cllr Edwards (all in favour) 
  

2210/455         To confirm and sign the minutes of the Town Projects Meetings held: 
  1. held 2nd August 2022 as a correct record 

 It was resolved to approve the minutes as presented. The minutes were 
signed by the Chairman. 
Proposed: Cllr Leather, Seconded: Cllr Tisdale (majority in favour). 

  
2. held 6th September 2022 as a correct record 

Cllr Tisdale read out an email circulated by Cllr Laws, requesting an 
amendment to minute 2209/425.  
It was resolved to approve the minutes presented, substituting the text below 
for the presented minute 2209/425. The minutes were signed by the Chairman. 
“Councillor Laws informed the Committee that consent from Fields in Trust for 
the King George V playing field located at Burrough Farm to erect fencing had 
been sought by telephone but not confirmed in writing before the fencing 
contract had been approved by this Council.  Furthermore the necessary 
consents from Torridge District Council to vary the conditions attached to the 
transfer of the site had not been gained. 
It was agreed that retrospective consent should be sought from Fields in Trust 
and that a meeting with Torridge District Council be arranged to address to 
seek consent for a variation to the terms of the transfer agreement.” 
Proposed: Cllr Leather, Seconded: Cllr Edwards (all in favour) 

 

2210/456 Public Participation 
Members of the public are permitted to make representations, answer questions and 
give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. Each member 
of the public is entitled to speak once only in respect of business itemised on the 
agenda and shall not speak for more than 4 minutes. The period of time which is 
designated for public participation in accordance with standing orders shall not exceed 
20 minutes. 

The member of the public wished to speak at the relevant agenda item. 
 

2210/457 To consider Action Points 
The action points presented were noted. 

Cllr Mrs McCarthy entered the meeting at this juncture. 
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A further list was circulated by Cllr Edwards and updated verbally at the 
meeting by the Deputy Town Clerk as follows: 

Cycleways / Footpaths – DCC /TDC Consultation. 
Update: The LCWIP consultation had been circulated to all members and 
publicised on the Council’s website and Facebook page. 

Bulb Planting at Anchor Park, Lords Meadow, Mondeville Way and Golf Links 
Road 

Update: The office expected the bulbs to be delivered by the end of week 
commencing 3rd October 2022. 

Replace Shrubs at Anchor Park 
Update: The shrubs would be checked again in the spring of 2023 to establish 
the need to replace any. 

Bee friendly planting Northam Hall. 
Update: The matter was on the agenda. 

Lights at Appledore, Westward Ho! and Northam. 
Update: The lights had been received and were being stored until they could be 
installed. The Christmas Lights turn on in Appledore was scheduled for the 2nd 
December 2022 and it was expected the lights would be installed by then. 

20 mph zones. 
Update: It was understood that the requests were being collated. Cllr Edwards 
gave his to the Deputy Town clerk. 

Northam Hall Rainwater Butts 
Update: The 3rd water storage container was on back order. 

Jubilee Signs at Anchor Park and Lords Meadow. 
Update: The Deputy Town Clerk reported that the signs had been installed in 
late May 2022. The Anchor Park ‘anchor’ sign had also been installed.  

Appledore Benches 
Torridge District Council had agreed the transfer by email. 

Appledore line painting: White lines at drop curbs and Double yellow lines at 
various places. 

No update available. 
Handrail at Appledore Lockout. 

Update: The landowners had been written to. No responses received to date. 
Appledore Blackies. 

Update: Cllr Edwards reports that the Torridge District Council Officer had 
passed the matter to  member of the relevant team, who was on annual leave 
until mid-October. It would be dealt with on their return. 

Burrough Farm Fencing and Hedging 
Update: The Matter was on the agenda. 

Footpath maintenance – Fosketh Hill and other places 
No update available. 

Dog Bins – Avon Lane, Highfield, Tomouth Road, Pitt Hill 
Update: Torridge District Council had responded in March 2022 regarding Avon 
Lane and Highfield, the latter was not deemed a suitable location and the 
former was already supplied with a dog bin. There was no update on the other 
locations. 

Bus Shelters at Lenards Road and Golf Links Road 
Update: Lenards Road was on the agenda for consideration. The Panels at 
Golf Links Road was atill in progress. Quotes would be presented when 
available.  
 

Action points: 
On future action reports, identify the location of the bus shelters. 
Clarify the transfer of the Appledore benches, is there a specific transfer 
document? 
Obtain process for replacement basket swing basket at Lords Meadow. 
Include the Anchor Park sign on the agenda for the next meeting. 
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Include the collation of issues with white and yellow lining across the 
Town area at the next meeting of the committee. 
Include the annual footpath condition survey on the November or 
December agenda of this committee. 
Include requests for dog bins at Tomouth Road and Pitt Hill on a future 
agenda. 
 

2210/458 To receive an update on Burrough Farm to include fencing and the future 
enhancement at Burrough Farm. 
The matter of the fencing around the football pitch (a dedicated King George V 
field) was referred to the October 2022 Meeting of the Full Council. 
Action point: Town Clerk to include on the October 2022 meeting agenda, 
accompanied by a detailed report.  
 
It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders to allow a member of the public to 
speak.       
Proposed: Cllr Leather, Seconded: Cllr Hames (all in favour) 
The member of the public addressed the committee, listing possible 
enhancements for Burrough Farm, which included the installation of litter bins 
and picnic benches, football goals open for community use, and possibly a 
basketball hoop and shooting area in the future. She  also noted her concern 
that the outdoor gym equipment had been removed and hopes that the 
National Trust may plant trees on their portion of Burrough Farm land. 
It was resolved to re-instate Standing Orders 
Proposed: Cllr Leather, Seconded: Cllr Hames (all in favour) 
 
It was resolved to install two litter bins, if possible in conjunction with Torridge 
District Council, at the entrances from the car park, to install 3 picnic benches 
along the northern edge of the land, and to erect the goal posts offered by the 
football club in the area outside the fence. 
Proposed: Cllr Leather, Seconded: Cllr Tisdale (all in favour). 
Action point: Progress project. 

   
2210/459 To consider an update on a bus shelter. 

The deputy Town Clerk reported that there had been no communication from 
Stagecoach in response to the request to relocate the bus stop from Lenards 
Road to Fore Street.  
It was resolved to raise a complaint with Stagecoach regarding this lack of 
communication. 
Proposed: Cllr Hames, Seconded: Cllr Tisdale (all) 
Action point: Office to raise the complaint. 

 

2210/460 To consider a response from Devon County Council regarding vehicle 
speed activated signs and consideration of our current and future 
placements. 
It was resolved to request Devon County Council permit and install a fixed, 
solar powered Vehicle Speed Activated Sign close to the Library on Fore street, 
facing traffic travelling north towards the square.  
Proposed: Cllr Mrs McCarthy, Seconded: Cllr Tisdale, (majority in favour, one 
abstention) 
Action Point: Progress the project. 

 

2210/461 To consider the replacement of fittings at Northam Hall, to include heating 
controls and curtain rails/poles. 
It was resolved to purchase the curtain poles with easy-glide rings at a cost of 
approx. £250 (exVAT). 

  Proposed: Cllr Hames, Seconded: Cllr Edwards, (all in favour) 
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It was resolved to not proceed with the installation of a replacement thermostat 
at Northam Hall but to seek the costs and benefits of that system against 
HIVE™-type systems. 

  Proposed: Cllr McCarthy, Seconded: Cllr Himan (all in favour) 
Action point: Report to be drafted for the next meeting of the committee. 

 
2210/462 To consider a request from the Climate Emergency committee that this 

committee consider plans for ‘planting across the Town area, including 
planters, baskets and the Town Hall frontage’. 
It was agreed to defer the item to the next committee, when further information 
regarding planters in Fore Street, Northam and plans for King Charles III’s 
coronation might be available. 
Action point: Include the matter on the agenda for either the November or 
December meeting of the committee. 

 

There being no further business the meeting finished at 11:40am 
  
 
Signed………………………………………….Dated…………………………………………  


